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THEME IN POETRY
Please Don’t Take My Air Jordans 
by reg e. gaines

	1 my air jordans cost a hundred with tax
my suede starters jacket says raiders on the back
i'm stylin . . . smilin . . . lookin real mean cuz
it ain't about bein heard just bein seen

5 my leather adidas baseball cap
matches my fake gucci backpack
there's nobody out there looks good as me
but the gear costs money it sure ain't free

9 and i gots no job no money at all
but it's easy to steal fresh gear from the mall
parents say i shouldn't but i know i should
gots ta do what i can to make sure i look good

13 and the reason i have to look real fly
well to tell ya the truth man i don't know why
i guess it makes me feel special inside
when i'm wearin fresh gear i don't have to hide

 17 but i really must get some new gear soon
or my ego will pop like a ten cent balloon 
but security's tight at all the shops
everyday there are more and more cops

21 my crew's laughin at me cuz i'm wearin old gear
school's almost over summer is near
and i'm sportin torn jordans and need somethin new
there's only one thing left to do

25 cut school friday catch the subway downtown
check out my victims hangin around
maybe i'll get lucky and find easy prey
gots to get some new gear there's no other way


	 29  i'm ready and willin i'm packin my gun
this is serious bizness it sure ain't no fun
but i can't have my posse laughin at me
i'll cop somethin dope just wait you'll see

33 come out a the station west 4th near the park
brothers shootin hoops and someone remarks
HEY HOMES . . . WHERE'D YOU GET THOSE DEF NIKES
  as i said to myself. . . i likes em . . . i likes

38 they were q-tip white bright and blinded my eyes
the red emblem of michael looked as if it could fly
not one spot of dirt the airs were brand new
had my pistol knew just what to do

 42 followed him very closely behind
waited until it was just the right time
made a left turn on houston pulled out my gun and screamed
GIMME THEM JORDANS . . . and he tried ta run

 47 took off fast but didn't get far
i fired (POW) he fell between two parked cars
he was coughin/cryin/blood dripped on the street
and i snatched them air jordans off a his feet

51 while layin there dyin all he could say was
please . . . don't take my air jordans away . . .
you think he'd be worried about stayin alive
as i took off with the jordans there were tears in his eyes

55 the very next day i bopped into school
with my brand new air jordans man was i cool
i killed to get them but hey . . . i don't care
cuz now. . . i needs a new jacket to wear


PART I: THEME

1. What is the subject of “Please Don’t Take My Air Jordans”? ____________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  What is Reg E. Gaines’s theme?  What message does he want to send to his reader? ________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  How does Reg E. Gaines hold the reader’s attention? _________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Provide a quotation from the poem that illustrates what you mean:_____________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Part 2 Rhyme: Read the poem one more time. Underline the rhyme in the last word of each line (rhyme = if the vowel sounds are the same). For example with the word “home” you should circle the “o” which makes a “oh” sound. With the word “alone” you should circle “o” which also makes a “oh” sound. Home and alone rhyme because their end vowels rhyme.
5. Label the rhyme scheme of “Please Don’t Take My Air Jordans” above. 

6. What is the pattern? Write it here: ________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Part 3 – Don’t Just Memorize, Synthesize!

   7. How does the SOUND of the poem help explain the THEME of the poem? (use the template below if it helps)
___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________


	“The Color of My Words”
 1 Silver words

2 pour down from the sky.
3 Blue ones float
4 by and by.
5 Stir them with red

6 instruments of blood.

7 Paint them on white 
8 frame them with mud.
9 This portrait of magic

10 held in my hands,

11 a collage of words

12 colors and plans.
13 My brother’s story 

14 remembered and told.

15 The color of my words

16 forever bold.


	
Step 1: Make a prediction based on title
_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________


Step 2: Read poem. Circle unknown words. Ask ?s.

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Step 3: Paraphrase (put in your own words) each stanza. 

Stanza 1

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Stanza 2

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Stanza 3
_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________


Step 4: Read one more time. Label poetic devices 

(rhyme, simile, personification, metaphor, hyperbole, alliteration, onomatopoeia, imagery)
_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Step 5: Identify mood and tone 
MOOD: What’s the atmosphere? How does the poem make YOU feel? _________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

TONE: Who is the narrator/speaker? Who are they speaking to? What’s their attitude?  ____________________________________
__________________________________________________


Step 6: What is the theme or message of this poem?

In this poem, the message is ___________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________


The Rider

By Naomi Shihab Nye

1
A boy told me

If he roller-skated fast enough

his loneliness couldn’t catch up to him,

The best reason I ever heard 

5
for trying to be a champion.

What I wonder tonight

pedaling hard down King William Street

is if it translates to bicycles.

A victory!  To leave your loneliness

10
panting behind you on some street corner

while you float free into a cloud of sudden azaleas,

luminous pink petals that have never felt loneliness,

no matter how slowly they fell.
1. Which is likely the best reason that the speaker wants to be a champion?


a. He truly desires a victory.

b. He wants to feel free and without loneliness.

c. He does not want to feel defeated.

d. He desires the attention of those around him.

2. In line 9, it says “To leave your loneliness panting behind you on some street corner”.  This is an example of:


a. Hyperbole

b. Alliteration

c. Personification

d. Metaphor

3. Why do you think the author included the line: “What I wonder tonight pedaling hard down King William Street is if it translates to bicycles”?


a. To show that he is confused by the boy’s statement.

b. To explain why he wants to win so that he finally feels happy.

c. To show that the boy does not know whether biking helps him leave loneliness behind him.

d. To show that the narrator admires the boy who roller-skates. 

4. Which of the following statements best describes the main idea of the poem?

a. Everyone experiences moments where we feel neglected, but we can find ways to feel comforted and joyful.

b. Winning is what matters in life.

c. Everyone has failed in life, but we need to pick ourselves up and continue to try again.
d. Being in nature makes us feel pleasant and fulfilled. 
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EXIT SLIP: THEME IN POETRY


1. What is the meaning of lines 3-4 (underlined) from “Jim?” 


a) The sun should only shine for Jim, nobody else.

b
) Jim should be rewarded for his goodness.

c) The sun should keep rain from falling on Jim.

d) Jim should wear a medal the color of the sun.

2. Read the poem one more time. Label the rhyme scheme above. Also, write it below
:





__ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __

3. Which lines rhyme in the poem, “Jim?” 


a) every line


b) line 6 and line 8


c) line 5 and line 7


d) line 1 and line 3
4. What is the best paraphrase of the last stanza of “Jim
?” 


a) Jim hurriedly and carelessly cleans his mother’s room.


b) Jim, neatening his mother’s room, complains that he cannot play baseball.


c) Jim walks on tiptoes, cleans up his mother’s room, and misses playing baseball.


d) Jim cleans his mother’s room quietly so she doesn’t wake up.

5. Which word best describes Jim in this poem
? 


a) Thoughtful 

b) Depressing


c) Excited


d) Selfish

6. What is most likely the theme of this poem
? 


a) You should always obey your parents.


b) Take care of family members.


c) You should take care of yourself first, then others.


d) Kindness is more important than your own interests.

#________


TCOMW Index





“Jim” by Gwendolyn Brooks


1There never was a nicer boy					


2Than Mrs. Jackson’s Jim.					9And, tipping, tidied up her room.


3The sun should drop its greatest gold			10And would not let her see


4On him.							11He missed his game of baseball


								12Terribly.


5Because, when Mother-dear was sick,


6He brought her cocoa in.


7And brought her broth, and brought her bread.


8And brought her medicine.











�ANSWER B


�ABCB/AABA/ABCD


�ANSWER B


�ANSWER C


�ANSWER A


�ANSWER D





1

